Highland Environment Forum newsletter 


21 December  2022
Dear Highland Environment Forum members,

Do we end the year on a high with COP15 agreeing to the protection of 30% of land by 2030, as the Scottish Government has done in the Scottish Biodiversity Strategy? 

We won't know, until we see what follows in detailed commitments and funding at both world and Scottish level, but at least through the Forum we can continue to share and learn about important environmental matters. 

The recent Highland Environment Forum seminar on 'Protecting our Trees and Forests at a time of challenging diseases' is a good example of that, and is downloadable from the website, where you'll also find videos and write ups of all previous Forum seminars. 

There are many other Forum web pages including:

· Links to research articles 

· Citizen Science opportunities 

· Volunteering opportunities 

· Highland Nature: the 2021 - 2026 Biodiversity Action Plan 

· A directory of Highland Nature Action projects - send me details of/ links to any that you'd like to share on the website - it's always great to showcase what can be achieved and inspire others.
Citizen Science
· BSBI New Year Plant Hunt 2023, 31 Dec to 3 Jan

· RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch, 27 - 29 Jan

News
· £2 m water quality project to protect river ecosystems
· Biodiversity funding announced during COP15
· Permanent protection for Red Rocks and Longay Nature Conservation Marine Protected Area - flapper skate breeding grounds

Report
· Evidence reviews reveal benefits of nature for physical and mental health, National Academy for Social Prescribing

Jobs
· RSPB - Cairngorms Connect Communications Officer, contract to Dec 2023. Closing date 12 January 

· Highlands and Islands Climate Hub, Senior Development Officer, South West Highlands. Closing date 16 January  

· NBN, Scotland Programme Manager – Better Biodiversity Data. .2-year contract. Closing date 17 January 

· NBN, 

 HYPERLINK "https://nbn.org.uk/news/vacancy-partnership-officer-better-biodiversity-data/?fbclid=IwAR3YT7BSNwCzRzJLJyUx9XCdZpujCtwvQWzkOSv4Hjb2tL-yDtDiOgqqXrI" Partnership Officer – Better Biodiversity Data. 2-year contract. Closing date 17 January 

· RSPB, Head of Sustainable Land and Climate Policy (Flexible in UK). Closing date 18 January 

· Nevis Landscape Partnership Manager. 2-year contract. Closing date 23 January 

· The European Nature Trust and Alladale Wilderness Reserve, Ecologist - Ranger - Outreach No closing date
Events
· 21 Dec @ 19.00 - 20.00 Dornoch Environmental Enhancement Project (returning native oysters) Workshop 

January
· 10 Jan @ 19.00 - 20.00 Net Zero Strategy and policy creation workshop, Highlands and Islands Climate Hub 

· 12 Jan @19.00 - 20.00 The Wildlife of Assynt's Woodlands, Andy Summers, High Life Highland Ranger 

· 24 Jan @ 19.00 - 20.30 Winter Tree ID webinar  with Dan Puplett

· 25 Jan @ 19.30 Nairn Naturalists Club, Wildlife Tracks and Signs with Dan Puplett, Nairn Community Centre 

With hopes that you all find some greenspace to relax in over this festive period.

Caroline

Caroline Vawdrey    (1.5 days per week)   T. 01381 600243

The Forum is funded by Highland Council and Scottish Forestry, and supported by NatureScot and was established to provide an arena for discussion, networking and action on environmental subjects. 

To do this the Forum works to:
· Foster and coordinate activity on environmental matters

· Take forward relevant actions identified in the Highland Outcome Improvement Plan and be a valuable source of practical advice

· Identify, and respond to, emerging environmental agendas

· Provide a link between local groups and national strategies, action plans and reporting

· Raise awareness and promote good practice on environmental issues.

We hold two full Forum meetings a year,  and facilitate field meetings and discussion groups.

www.highlandenvironmentforum.info
www.facebook.com/highlandenvironmentforum
twitter.com/HiEnvironment
www.instagram.com/highlandenvironmentforum
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